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they manoeuvred so poorly when all together. Each
was in the way of his neighbor. These heavy masses
required a level and firm ground for their manoeuvres
to take a start; a ditch, a hill, a marsh stopped them,
and the moment they were crowded together they could
neither advance nor retreat. In order to operate in
common, discipline also failed them. Accustomed to
fight in small bands, they did not know how to organize
themselves into an army. Every seignior coming with
his knights intended to fight according to his fancy.
The general could not command obedience. At Crecy
the archers in the service of the King of France were at
the head of the army, the knights eager for the fray
rushed upon and massacred them, " Now come, kill
those ribald fellows who bar our way." Already so
weak through their unmanageable equipment and
lack of discipline, the knights staked their honor in
operating in a most disadvantageous fashion. Having
played at war in their tournaments they had become
accustomed to the rules of the game, and continued
to observe them in war. A battle was an opportunity
for giving some fine blows with the lance, and they
insisted on giving them according to the rules in fight-
ing, as if in the closed field against an enemy, who had
been warned and was at least equal in numbers. In
1346 the King of England, finding himself at Poissy,
deprived of supplies and on the point of being taken,
Philip IV. drew himself out of this embarrassing situ-
ation by sending in a cartel in due form, proposing
that he should choose a day and a place for the battle;
Edward profited by this opportunity and decamped*
The Knights of the Star had sworn never to retreat